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Instrucciones para ennegrecer las respuestas de preguntas de selección múltiple

• Usa lápiz núm. 2 solamente.

• No uses lápiz mecánico, tinta ni bolígrafo.

• Llena el círculo por completo.

• Borra por completo cualquier respuesta que desees cambiar.

• No hagas marcas o líneas en esta hoja. 

 Incorrecto

 Incorrecto

 Correcto

Instrucciones para contestar las preguntas de respuesta extendida

• Usa lápiz solamente.

• No uses lápiz mecánico, tinta ni bolígrafo. 

• Asegúrate de contestar todas las partes de la pregunta.

• Escribe solamente dentro del recuadro. 

Instrucciones

Antes de empezar los ejercicios, tu maestro o maestra te ayudará a contestar unos ejemplos para que 
entiendas lo que tienes que hacer una vez que comiences los ejercicios. También te indicará cómo 
ennegrecer los círculos de la hoja de contestaciones para que tu respuesta sea válida. Sigue todas las 
sugerencias y lee con mucha atención.

A continuación verás un ejemplo de la hoja de contestaciones y lo que debes hacer para  
contestar cada pregunta.

Copiar o reproducir sin autorización cualquier parte de esta página es ilegal. PARA
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The correct answer is D, left. On your answer sheet, you can see that D is filled in.

Now do the next sample on your own. Read the question and choose the correct answer. Then, mark
the letter of the correct answer on your answer sheet.

The correct answer is A, The baseball game was very exciting. The circle for A should be filled in on
your answer sheet.

These are the Practice Questions of the META-PR for Grade      With these questions, you will show
how well you can understand and use English.

The practice questions include the following sections: Listening, Reading, and Writing/Language. For
each question, mark the letter of the correct answer on your answer sheet.

Now look at Sample A.

8.

Choose the word that belongs in the blank. 

Yesterday, I ________ my backpack at school.

A

A

B

C

D

leaving

leaves

leave

left*

The baseball game was very exciting. My brother and I lost our voices from yelling. The
game was decided in the final inning. Our team won by a score of 5-4! 

Which sentence from this paragraph is an OPINION?

B

A

B

C

D

“The baseball game was very exciting.”

“My brother and I lost our voices from yelling.”

“The game was decided in the final inning.”

“Our team won by a score of 5-4!”

Samples

STOPUnauthorized copying or reusing of any part of this page is illegal.
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What is this passage MAINLY about?1

Which question is answered by the
information in the passage?

2

Which event happened FIRST?3

What would be a good title for this
passage?

4

What is MOST LIKELY a result of the
work done by Hands for Paws?

5

A

A

A

A

A

Directions: In this section, you will show how well you understand spoken English. Listen carefully.
Then, choose the correct answer.

B

B

B

B

B

C

C

C

C

C

D

D

D

D

D

the number of stray animals in Puerto
Rico

Why did Rebecca Rogers go to 
Puerto Rico?

Rebecca Rogers could not forget what she
saw in Puerto Rico.

Abandoned Dogs and Cats

Rebecca Rogers has adopted more dogs.

donating to organizations that help stray
animals

Why does Rebecca Rogers like animals so
much?

Rebecca Rogers adopted five stray dogs in
Puerto Rico.

Caring Friends to Stray Animals

Fewer people have dogs and cats as family
pets.

how a woman adopted five stray dogs
from Puerto Rico

Why does Rebecca Rogers live in 
North Carolina?

Rebecca Rogers noticed starving dogs on
the beach.

Rebecca’s Vacation in Puerto Rico

There are fewer stray dogs and cats in
Puerto Rico.

how a woman decided to care for stray
animals in Puerto Rico

Why did Rebecca Rogers organize Hands
for Paws?

Rebecca Rogers went to Puerto Rico on
business.

How Hands for Paws Got Its Name

More people have gone to Puerto Rico to
adopt stray animals.
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STOP

Which question is answered by the
information in the passage?

6

According to the passage, why would
someone visit La Parguera instead of any
other place?

7

How often can a person see “stars” in the
ocean at La Parguera?

8

Which experience would be most
SIMILAR to watching the nighttime
water at La Parguera?

9

According to the passage, when is the
BEST time to appreciate the beauty of the
“stars” in the ocean?

10

A

A

A

A

A

B

B

B

B

B

C

C

C

C

C

D

D

D

D

D

Why does the water at La Parguera light
up at night?

La Parguera has more hotels.

every year

watching a movie about fireflies

when the sky is clear

Why are there plankton in the bay at 
La Parguera?

La Parguera has free concerts.

every night

looking at stars in the night sky

during the new moon

Where else can a person see “stars in the
ocean”?

La Parguera is easier to get to.

once a week

surfing in the ocean at night

on moonless nights

Where is the best light show performed?

La Parguera is unusually beautiful.

once a month

reading about La Parguera

when it is cloudy
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Grade 8 - English

Come Play Child Care Center

Application for Volunteer Position

   

Our dedicated staff of teachers and caregivers immerse children in a comforting

environment. Within this atmosphere of safety, children can discover, explore, and grow. At Come

Play Child Care Center, learning is fun! We offer enriched learning opportunities for children twelve

months old to five years old. Hands-on activities encourage speech and language skills and improve

motor development.

Working as a volunteer at Come Play Child Care Center is a great way to get experience

working with children. Many of our former volunteers now teach in elementary schools, and one has

opened a music school for children!

We accept volunteers from grade 7 through grade 12. If you anticipate going to college

someday, volunteering with us can be listed on a college application. This experience is particularly

useful if you plan to study early childhood education.

You may even be eligible to earn college credits when you volunteer with us. Your guidance

counselor can help you contact a local community college for information and to get the proper

forms. 

Directions: In this section, you will show how well you can read and understand written English. 
For each question, choose the correct answer.

1

2

3

4
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Contact Information: 
                                                    Telephone                                     E-mail

Days and Hours Available: 

Education:
Name of middle school:          Year graduated:

Name of high school:          Year graduated: 

Hobbies and special interests: 

Volunteer Job Description:
A teacher’s aide assists the classroom teacher and works with children. Applicants 
must have patience and genuinely enjoy working with toddlers. Creativity and interest 
in art, music, and cooking are highly desirable. List experience and traits that show 
why you would be a good addition to our staff. 

Directions: Fill out the form neatly. Use blue or black ink only. 

Name: 
     Last    First    Middle Initial

Address: 
                         Street        (Apartment Number)            City/Town       State 
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What is the author’s purpose in writing
this reading selection?

11

What is paragraph 1 MAINLY about?12

When filling out the form, the applicant
should be sure to —

13

Read these sentences from the reading
selection.

Based on these details, the word immerse
means —

14

“Our dedicated staff of teachers and
caregivers immerse children in a
comforting environment. Within this
atmosphere of safety, children can
discover, explore, and grow.”

Which conclusion is TRUE based on this
reading selection?

15

A

A

A

A

B

B

B

A

B

C

C

C

B

C

D

D

D

C

D

to inform readers about jobs

what the center does

use a pencil.

D

Guidance counselors fill out the
application form.

to describe teaching methods to readers

where the center is located

write neatly.

find.

Many former teachers have opened their
own schools.

to persuade readers to offer to help
teachers

reasons to work at the center

include his or her age.

leave.

The child care center has had volunteers in
the past.

to explain to readers how to fill out an
application

age requirements for volunteers

describe a favorite food.

admire.

Children up to age twelve go to the center
to learn.

surround.
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Read this sentence from the reading
selection.

“If you anticipate going to college
someday, volunteering with us can be
listed on a college application.”

Which word means ALMOST the same as
anticipate?

16

A

B

C

D

write

dislike

predict

volunteer
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Cooking Lesson

Marissa called out, “Mario, will you pick some plantains for me, please?” Her brother

answered by running past her and out the door. She felt pleased that he was doing her a favor.

Marissa had invited friends over for a meal, and she had no idea how to make tostones. She

thought her mother would be here to do it. Instead, her mother was out shopping, so Marissa was

stuck trying to prepare for her guests alone.

After what felt like an eternity, Mario returned with the plantains. “What took so long?”

asked Marissa.

“These plantains were so high up in the tree, I could barely get them down!” Mario said, out

of breath from his efforts.

“I don’t know what to do, Mario,” she told him nervously. “I’ve never made tostones.”

“You’re kidding,” he answered.

“No, I’m not kidding. I have friends coming for dinner, and I need the tostones to go with

my arroz con gandules.”

“No problem,” Mario told her, as he began cutting the ends from the plantains and then

peeling and slicing them.

“Wait a minute, Mario,” his sister interrupted. “Those plantains are green. Isn’t that going to

be a problem?”

“You don’t know much about this, do you, Sis? The best tostones are made from green

plantains. That’s why I picked these,” he said.

“Okay, okay,” Marissa agreed. “What I want to know is how you learned all of this. Did

Mom teach you?”

“No way; it was Grandpa. Tostones are his favorite, and he thought I should learn how to

make them for him.”

“You and Grandpa have way too many secrets.”

“Maybe so, but right now I need to get these plantains cooking, so try to be quiet.”

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14
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This reading selection is told by —17

The author wrote this story in order to —18

What is this reading selection MAINLY
about?

19

Where does this reading selection take
place?

20

Marissa sat down, frowning, but said nothing.

Meanwhile, Mario had heated the oil and was now submerging plantain slices into it. He let

them fry a few minutes. When he took them out of the oil, they were as hot as coals. He placed them

on a paper towel to let the excess oil drain. As soon as they were cool enough to touch, he smashed

them using the tostonera. Then he fried them again.

“I hope you watched carefully, Sis. Next time, you’re on your own,” Mario announced as he

left the kitchen.

15

A

A

A

A

16

B

B

B

B

17

C

C

C

C

D

D

D

D

a concerned mother.

persuade the reader to eat tostones.

a girl who has invited friends over for
dinner and needs help with the
preparations

a friend’s house

an outside observer.

teach the reader how to make tostones.

a grandfather who teaches his
grandchildren how to make tostones

a plantain grove

Marissa.

inform the reader about Puerto Rican
food.

a girl who makes tostones and arroz con
gandules for her friends

Marissa’s kitchen

Mario.

entertain the reader with a story about a
brother and sister.

a boy who cuts plantains to help his sister

Grandpa’s kitchen
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The author wants to convince readers that
Mario —

21

Which word BEST describes Marissa?22

Which word BEST describes Mario?23

A

A

A

B

B

B

C

C

C

D

D

D

is a helpful young man.

helpful

unpleasant

is a greedy young man.

cheerful

distracted

has a great imagination.

disagreeable

focused

has good plantain-cutting skills.

disorganized

happy



GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE AND CONTINUE WORKING.

Go on to the next page
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The Peacock

  

The proud peacock struts across the grass.

Walking slowly, its head held high,

Flaunting its eye-catching plumage for all to see.

Suddenly the tail becomes a stunning shimmering fan,

Spreading out in a distinctive arc

And sweeping to the ground on each side.

Blue, gold, and red eyes stare slyly from the fan,

Seemingly watching all about.

Ever vigilant, the peacock is wary of others around him.

As the fanned feathers shake, they emit a sound.

A low-pitched sound

That the human ear can never hear.

Then comes squawk after shrill squawk,

As the peacock explores,

Curious to discover what is out there.

1

2

3

4

5
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The action of the peacock in stanza 1 is
meant to —

24

Stanza 1 is important to the overall theme
of the poem because it shows —

25

What is the main idea of stanza 3?26

Which line from the poem BEST supports
the claim that peacocks are noticeable?

27

In stanza 3, what kind of figurative
language does the author use to create a
more vivid description of the peacock’s
feathers?

28

A. Based on the poem, what kind of
character does the peacock have?

B. How does the peacock show its
character?

Remember to answer all parts of the
question in the space provided.

29

A

A

A

A

A

B

B

B

B

B

C

C

C

C

C

D

D

D

D

D

enable it to show off for others.

how the peacock sounds.

The peacock watches everything through
the eyes of its tail.

“Flaunting its eye-catching plumage for
all to see.”

a simile

help it make low-pitched sounds.

the motivation of the peacock.

Peacocks use many different forms of
communication.

“Blue, gold, and red eyes stare slyly from
the fan,”

hyperbole

make its feathers shimmer and shine.

the curious and wary nature of the
peacock.

Peacocks use shrill squawks to
communicate.

“Ever vigilant, the peacock is wary of
others around him.”

a metaphor

announce that it is going to look around.

how the peacock uses its voice to
communicate.

The peacock is alert to its surroundings.

“Curious to discover what is out there.”

personification
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Animal Communication

  

The roar of a lion, the faint hint of a scent, and the flash of a brightly colored wing are all

means of communication. They are, in essence, signals produced by one individual—the signaler—

and they carry information about the state of the signaler to another individual receiving it—the

recipient. The meaning of the signal to the recipient depends on the recipient’s status. To a

neighboring male bird, the territorial song of a male of the same species reveals the presence of a

rival who possibly presents a challenge. To an unmated female, however, the same song indicates a

potential mate, while a mated female ignores it.

One major function of animal communication is to bring males and females together.

Courtship often involves complex displays in which one or both partners pose or call to each other.

Such displays enable partners to learn to recognize each other and to assess each other’s suitability as

mates. Communication is also important in marking territorial boundaries and defending against

attacks by rivals or predators. When mammals feel threatened, their alarm calls are often low-pitched

roars or screams, whereas birds use various kinds of alarm calls. Vervet monkeys vary their alarm

calls to indicate the presence of enemies, like snakes, eagles, and leopards.

The form of the animal communication signals differs depending on the information that has

to be communicated, the distance over which it has to travel, and the habitat of the animals

concerned.

1

2

3
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What is the author’s purpose for writing
this reading selection?

30 What evidence does the author give to
show that the same signal can have
different meanings?

31

Chemical signals depend on the senses of smell and taste. Wind currents carry these signals,

and they can travel long distances. They may be used for long-term signaling, such as when

mammals like hyenas and deer mark their territory.

Acoustic signals are signals that other animals can hear. They can change rapidly in pitch and

intensity, and they may be used to convey a wide range of information. The intensity of the signal

and the distance it travels are enhanced by some ingenious body parts. Toads and frogs, for example,

have loose pieces of skin around their mouths. It is these loose folds of skin that help them produce

loud sounds.

Visual signals are used by many animals. They can be turned on and off rapidly, but

generally, they can be used only in the daytime and they are easily blocked by objects, such as trees.

Rabbits and deer use flashes of their tails to warn others of approaching danger. The male fiddler

crab has one enlarged, brightly colored claw that it waves in a characteristic way to attract females.

Studying animal communication helps provide an insight into the inner worlds of animals.

The study of animal communication is also useful for making effective decisions about protecting

threatened and endangered species.

4

A
A

5

B

B

6

C

C

7

D

D

to inform
Rabbits and deer use their tails to warn off
others.to narrate

Vervet monkeys use an alarm call to warn
off different animals.

to entertain

The claw of a male fiddler crab may warn
off enemies or attract females.

to persuade

The song of a male bird may warn off
threatening males or attract unmated
females.
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The author structures the information in
the reading selection MOSTLY by —

32

Which text feature does the author use to
enhance the reading selection?

33

What does the word endangered mean in
paragraph 7?

34

A. How do acoustic signals vary in the way
some animals communicate them?

B. According to the reading selection, how
do the body parts of some animals help
vary the acoustic signals?

Remember to answer all parts of the
question in the space provided.

35

A

A

A

B

B

B

C

C

C

D

D

D

comparing and contrasting animals.

italics

possibility of suffering harm

listing the signals in order of importance.

captions

giving sign of threats

categorizing the methods of
communication.

illustrations

at risk of extinction

describing the process of communication
among animals.

appendices

at risk of injury



GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE AND CONTINUE WORKING.

Go on to the next page
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The Peacock

  

The proud peacock struts across the grass.

Walking slowly, its head held high,

Flaunting its eye-catching plumage for all to see.

Suddenly the tail becomes a stunning shimmering fan,

Spreading out in a distinctive arc

And sweeping to the ground on each side.

Blue, gold, and red eyes stare slyly from the fan,

Seemingly watching all about.

Ever vigilant, the peacock is wary of others around him.

As the fanned feathers shake, they emit a sound.

A low-pitched sound

That the human ear can never hear.

Then comes squawk after shrill squawk,

As the peacock explores,

Curious to discover what is out there.

1

Directions: Read the reading selections again. Then answer questions 36 and 37 about both 
reading selections.

2

3

4

5
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Animal Communication

  

The roar of a lion, the faint hint of a scent, and the flash of a brightly colored wing are all

means of communication. They are, in essence, signals produced by one individual—the signaler—

and they carry information about the state of the signaler to another individual receiving it—the

recipient. The meaning of the signal to the recipient depends on the recipient’s status. To a

neighboring male bird, the territorial song of a male of the same species reveals the presence of a

rival who possibly presents a challenge. To an unmated female, however, the same song indicates a

potential mate, while a mated female ignores it.

One major function of animal communication is to bring males and females together.

Courtship often involves complex displays in which one or both partners pose or call to each other.

Such displays enable partners to learn to recognize each other and to assess each other’s suitability as

mates. Communication is also important in marking territorial boundaries and defending against

attacks by rivals or predators. When mammals feel threatened, their alarm calls are often low-pitched

roars or screams, whereas birds use various kinds of alarm calls. Vervet monkeys vary their alarm

calls to indicate the presence of enemies, like snakes, eagles, and leopards.

The form of the animal communication signals differs depending on the information that has

to be communicated, the distance over which it has to travel, and the habitat of the animals

concerned.

1

2

3
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STOP

Which topic do “The Peacock” and
“Animal Communication” have in
common?

36 Which claim about animal behavior is
present in BOTH “The Peacock” and
“Animal Communication”?

37

Chemical signals depend on the senses of smell and taste. Wind currents carry these signals,

and they can travel long distances. They may be used for long-term signaling, such as when

mammals like hyenas and deer mark their territory.

Acoustic signals are signals that other animals can hear. They can change rapidly in pitch and

intensity, and they may be used to convey a wide range of information. The intensity of the signal

and the distance it travels are enhanced by some ingenious body parts. Toads and frogs, for example,

have loose pieces of skin around their mouths. It is these loose folds of skin that help them produce

loud sounds.

Visual signals are used by many animals. They can be turned on and off rapidly, but

generally, they can be used only in the daytime and they are easily blocked by objects, such as trees.

Rabbits and deer use flashes of their tails to warn others of approaching danger. The male fiddler

crab has one enlarged, brightly colored claw that it waves in a characteristic way to attract females.

Studying animal communication helps provide an insight into the inner worlds of animals.

The study of animal communication is also useful for making effective decisions about protecting

threatened and endangered species.

4

A A

5

B B

6

C
C

7

D

D

how a bird courts its mate with its feathers Animals use sounds to show off.

how a bird maintains territory with its call Peacocks choose their mates through
song.

how birds’ eyes frighten predators away
Peacocks evade predators with visual
signals.how birds’ long tails develop

Animals use sounds and displays to
communicate.
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Read the following sentence.

Puerto Rico was a Spanish colony until
1898, when it was ceded to the
United States.

The underlined part of this sentence is —

38

Read the following sentence.

If you are hungry, I can give you a
sandwich, a bowl of soup, or some chips
and salsa.

Which part of this sentence is a dependent
clause?

39

Which sentence is punctuated correctly?40

Read the following sentences.

Which is the BEST way to combine the
two sentences?

41

The scientist discovered an ancient
plaza in Ponce. She goes back year
after year.

A

A

A

Directions: In this section, you will show how well you understand how to write in English. For each
question, choose the correct answer.

B

B

B

A

C

C

C

B

D

D

D

C

the predicate.

If you are hungry,

After all José is a senior.

D

the subject.

I can give you

No I haven’t seen that movie.

The scientist discovered an ancient plaza
in Ponce, but now she goes back year after
year.

a phrase.

a bowl of soup

The paper for example, has no marks on
it.

The scientist discovered an ancient plaza
in Ponce, and now she goes back year
after year.

a clause.

some chips and salsa

The class, as I said earlier, will meet at
noon.

Even though the scientist discovered an
ancient plaza in Ponce, she goes back year
after year.

In spite of hardships, the scientist
discovered an ancient plaza in Ponce, she
goes back year after year.
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Your teacher has a friend who is visiting Puerto Rico for the first time. Your teacher asks your
class to recommend places to visit. Look at the picture and think about your favorite places in
Puerto Rico. Write a persuasive paragraph and give THREE suggestions for the visitor. For
EACH place or activity you suggest, give a reason for recommending it.

Use this checklist to help you think about and organize your response.

• Remember to write about what you see in the picture.
• Use details and complete sentences in your writing.
• Use appropriate capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

Write your response in the space provided.

  

42

El
Yunque

El Morro
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Grade 8 - English

Which group of words from sentence 1 is a
prepositional phrase?

43

What is the correct way to write the
underlined part in sentence 4?

44

What is the BEST way to correct
sentence 5?

45

Read the following selection and answer questions 43 through 45.

The Annual Pet Parade

(1) The annual pet parade will be held in Freedom Park. (2) Forty-five pets will

participate in the parade, and all of them will wear costumes. (3) Mayor Castillo will

judge the costumes and give out prizes. (4) Last year, the “Most Unusual” award

went to a Chihuahua wearing sunglasses, a straw hat, and she wore a red collar.

(5) Everyone who goes to the parade are sure to have a good time.

A

A

A

B

B

B
C

C

CD

D

D

The annual

sunglasses, a straw hat, and a red collar

Everyone who goes to the parade will sure
to have a good time.

pet parade

a hat of straw, and sunglasses, a red collar

Everyone who goes to the parade is sure
to have a good time.will be held

a straw hat, sunglasses, and a collar of red

Everyone who goes to the parade be sure
to have a good time.

in Freedom Park

sunglasses, she wore a red collar, a straw
hat

Everyone who goes to the parade have
sure to have a good time.
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Grade 8 - English

What is the BEST way to correct
sentence 1?

46 What is the BEST way to combine
sentences 2 and 3?

47

Read the following selection and answer questions 46 through 49.

Preventing Pollution

(1) Instead of cleaning up pollution spending so much time and money, we

should prevent pollution. (2) We should use less plastic. (3) We should use less

plastic packing material. (4) Plastic packing material does not break down when we

throw it away. (5) Now it is possible to get packing materials made from corn and

potatos! (6) These products break down and do not pollute.

A A

B
B

C

C

D

D

Instead of cleaning pollution up spending
so much time and money, we should
prevent it.

We should use less plastic; sometimes we
should use less plastic packing material.

Instead of spending so much time and
money cleaning up pollution, we should
prevent it.

We should use less plastic; more than we
should use less plastic packing material.

Instead of cleaning up pollution, spending
so much time and money, we should
prevent pollution.

We should use less plastic; beyond we
should use less plastic packing material.

Instead of cleaning up pollution, we
should prevent pollution, spending so
much time and money.

We should use less plastic; for example,
we should use less plastic packing
material.
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Grade 8 - English

Which editing mark corrects the error in sentence 5?48

What is the BEST way to verify the
information in the selection?

49

A

A

B

B

C

C

D

D

  

Now it is possible to get packing materials made from 
corn and potatos!sp

interview an environmental scientist

read labels on packaging in local stores

  

Now it is possible to get packing materials made from 
corn  and potatos!

read material published by manufacturers
of environmentally friendly packing
materials

read articles about environmentally
friendly packing materials in scientific
magazines

  

Now it is possible to get packing materials made from 
corn and potatos!

  

Now it is possible to get packing materials made from 
corn and potatos!
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Grade 8 - English

Which phrase belongs in the blank in
sentence 4?

50 What part of speech is the word both in
sentence 5?

51

Read the following selection and answer questions 50 through 52.

The Two Sides of Writing

  

(1) Good writing often combines inspiration and hard work. (2) Sometimes a

writer’s words just flow. (3) The writer writes almost without effort and then checks

the work for errors. (4) _________________ a writer will spend more time deciding

on a topic, then thinking of supporting facts and examples, and finally crafting the

writing to fit the purpose. (5) In both cases, inspiration and hard work maybe help

make the writing colorful and exciting for readers.

A A

B B

C C

D D

At other times verb

In this way noun

Until now adverb

So far adjective
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Grade 8 - English

Which editing mark shows the correct
way to delete the word “maybe” in
sentence 5?

52

A

B

C

D

  
maybe

  
maybe

  
maybe

  
maybe
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Grade 8 - English

Which of the following BEST corrects the
punctuation errors in sentence 2?

53 What is the correct way to combine
sentences 3 and 4?

54

Read the following selection and answer questions 53 and 54.

A Cool Chore

(1) Usually, doing chores was one thing that Roberto did not enjoy doing at all.

(2) However on this hot summer day he was eager to get started. (3) He pulled out

the hose. (4) He grabbed some rags. (5) It was time to wash the car!

A A

B B

C C

D D

However, on this hot summer day he was
eager to get started.

He pulled out the hose and grabbed some
rags.

However on this hot summer day, he was
eager to get started.

He pulled out the hose while he grabbed
some rags.

However, on this hot, summer day he was
eager to get started.

He pulled out the hose for he grabbed
some rags.

However, on this hot summer day, he was
eager to get started.

He pulled out the hose yet he grabbed
some rags.
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Grade 8 - English

STOP

Which is the BEST way to combine
sentences 2 and 3?

55 Which expression BEST replaces
Afterwards in sentence 4?

56

Read the following selection and answer questions 55 and 56.

Writing a Paragraph

(1) Pedro didn’t want to leave his homework until the last minute, so he

researched toads and frogs for his compare-and-contrast paragraph. (2) Next, he

drew a Venn diagram to organize the information. (3) He crossed out all the

unnecessary information. (4) Afterwards, he sat down behind his desk to write.

A A

B

B

C

C

D

D

Next, he drew a Venn diagram to organize
the information, he crossed out all the
unnecessary information.

Because of this

Next, he drew a Venn diagram to organize
the information he crossed out all the
unnecessary information.

Accordingly

Next, he drew a Venn diagram to organize
the information, and then he crossed out
all the unnecessary information.

When this

Next, he drew a Venn diagram to organize
the information, following he crossed out
all the unnecessary information.

Finally
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